Ipsden CC v Ewelme & Benson CC (35 overs)
 
24th September 2023
	Ewelme & Benson CC

	1.
	J Maggs
	
	b. J Fanstone
	12

	 2.
	A Pugh
	
	b. M Hughesdon
	0

	3.
	†K Walker
	
	b. J Withers
	24

	4.
	T Kitson
	Lbw
	b. A Haycock
	15

	5.
	G McLaughlan
	
	b. J Withers
	8

	6.
	T Mooring
	
	b. J Withers
	10

	7.
	C Johns
	
	b. D Houseman
	1

	8.
	S Tiedeman
	
	b. D Houseman
	8

	9.
	J Rees
	
	b. A Haycock
	9

	10.
	A Firth
	
	b. A Haycock
	0

	11.
	S Johns
	not out
	
	0

	
	
	
	Extras
	10

	
	
	
	Total   (30.5 overs)
	97
	All out


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	1
	13
	52
	53
	75
	76
	76
	97
	97
	97

	Batsman
	(2)
	(1)
	(3)
	(4)
	(6)
	(5)
	(9)
	(9)
	(8)
	(10)

	Stand
	1
	12
	39
	1
	22
	1
	0
	21
	0
	0


	Ipsden CC

	1.
	†M Andrews
	Lbw
	b. S Tiedeman
	0

	 2.
	C Cox
	c. C Johns
	b. A Pugh
	14

	3.
	J Church
	not out
	
	38

	4.
	S Bennett
	c. S Johns
	b. J Rees
	0

	5.
	G Booker
	
	b. J Maggs
	5

	6.
	Imad Syed
	c. J Maggs
	b. J Rees
	4

	7.
	*D Houseman
	c. †K Walker
	b. C Johns
	26

	8.
	A Haycock
	not out
	
	2

	9.
	J Withers
	
	
	

	10.
	J Fanstone
	
	
	

	11.
	M Hughesdon
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Extras
	12

	
	
	
	Total  (32.2 overs)
	101
	for 6


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	2
	30
	32
	37
	42
	94
	
	
	
	

	Batsman
	(1)
	(2)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	
	
	
	

	Stand
	2
	28
	2
	5
	5
	52
	7*
	
	
	


	Ipsden CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	M Hughesdon
	7
	2
	10
	1

	J Fanstone
	7
	0
	24
	1

	J Withers
	7
	2
	22
	3

	A Haycock
	   6.5
	0
	29
	3

	D Houseman
	3
	2
	  5
	2


	Ewelme & Benson CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	S Tiedeman
	5
	1
	15
	1

	A Pugh
	7
	5
	10
	1

	J Maggs
	6
	2
	  7
	1

	J Rees
	7
	0
	35
	2

	T Mooring
	5
	0
	18
	0

	C Johns
	2
	0
	  9
	1

	A Firth
	   0.2
	0
	  4
	0


Won by 4 wickets
The final game of the season and the farewell match for Sam Bennett. Plenty of rain in the week had thankfully cleared by the weekend but had left a slightly tacky surface that called for plenty of concentration from the batters. The team picked itself with eleven making themselves available early in the week, including Gary for his annual match, whilst in the opposition ranks were four of Dan’s Saturday club mates from Dorchester.

Dan won the toss and put the opposition in and was rewarded with a wicket in the opening over as the No.2, Pugh departed to his first delivery, bowled via an inside edge. The score had crept up to 13 in the sixth when Justin bowled Maggs. Walker and Kitson then put together a partnership but it was slow going with the fifty not arriving until the 18th over.
Drinks were taken but whatever plans the batsmen had discussed were immediately disrupted by a beauty from Jason as he threaded one back through the gate to trim Walker’s bails. It got even better as next over Alex removed Kitson lbw, 53 for 4.
This brought Mooring to the crease, a big bull of a man with, to borrow from a recent Dorchester report, a bat as thick as a submarine bulkhead door, and he quickly demonstrated that he was intent on swinging it. The approach initially worked as the field spread but Jason (3 for 22) proved up to the challenge to bowl him in the 25th and in the same over picked up McLaughlan, It got worse for Ewelme as another fell, this one to Dan, in the next over 76 for 7.
Nine overs left and Rees and Tiedeman struck a brace of boundaries each but having got the score to 97, it progressed no further as the last three wickets went down in a rush, Alex picking up two more (3 for 29), sandwiching Dan’s second.
After tea, reigning batsman of the year and the seasons leading run scorer, Matty took guard, but perhaps lulled by a couple of wides, he was then rapped on the pads by the fifth legitimate delivery for a first duck of the season. Around this time Ipsden locals Jacqui and Bob Mullins (five times Clubman of the Year) arrived with Tanya and Ian Lock (five times leading wicket taker) who are over on holiday from the US and making their first visit to the ground in 20+ years.
There was plenty of time for a catch up, as scoring was as difficult as Ewelme had found it. Indeed we were falling behind the rate as the slows of Pugh proved near impossible to get away and he then induced a mistake from Charlie, 30 for 2. The next ten overs were even more tortuous as we could only scrape 12 runs together for the loss of another three wickets, 42 for 5 (21 overs).
This brought Dan to the wicket which coincided with Mooring entering the attack and he greeted Dan with a bouncer.  At the other end Rees had replaced Pugh to continue the theme of pace-off; he had already done for Sam and Imad and almost struck the killer blow but could only deflect a powerful c&b chance driven by Dan.

We needed a hero and whilst we have grown used to Dan fulfilling this role, he was unexpectedly reduced to the supporting cast as frustrated by not being able to get Rees away, Ted at 58 years-of-age, produced his first ever switch hit which he neatly tucked off his legs for four. Encouraged by this turn of events he repeated the feat two overs later and got two more runs from a third.
Momentum was now with us and Ewelme’s glances at the scoreboard grew increasingly concerned, Dan struck C Johns to the boundary and then hit Mooring for two more as the fifty partnership came up, but having got to within touching distance he then top edged Johns and the keeper chased down the catch. There were to be no more twists as Alex brought the scores level, leaving Ted (38*) to strike the winning boundary.
Post-match and there was food and drink to close the season and a last chance for some to say goodbye to Sam, but also another sad announcement as Matty confirmed a rumour that he was also leaving having accepted a 3-year posting to Cyprus (I blame Harry Kane).

For the record: a statistical warning for anyone else planning on departing, Sam and Matty finish their immediate Ipsden careers with ducks, and the three former players watching from the side-lines, Bob, Ian and Vaughan all did the same in their final innings. The message is clear; don’t leave, you’ll damage your batting average.
Match No 650

