Ipsden CC v Medmenham CC (35 overs)
 

3rd July 2022
	Medmenham CC

	1.
	J Yarwood
	
	b. J Fanstone
	5

	2.
	†Pankaj
	c. J Church
	b. Imad Syed
	96

	3.
	P Carter
	c. †M Andrews
	b. M Hughesdon
	5

	4.
	G Bagwell
	
	b. D Houseman
	8

	5.
	P Morris
	c. G Booker
	b. D Houseman
	0

	6.
	Emery
	
	b. D Houseman
	8

	7.
	P Harrison
	not out
	
	45

	8.
	P Emery
	
	b. G Booker
	11

	9.
	G Carter
	
	b. G Booker
	0

	10.
	Sana
	
	b. J Fanstone
	2

	11.
	P Baxter
	not out
	
	0

	
	
	
	Extras
	10

	
	
	
	Total   (35 overs)
	190
	for 9


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	6
	19
	103
	113
	118
	126
	170
	174
	190
	

	Batsman
	(1)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(2)
	(6)
	(8)
	(9)
	(10)
	

	Stand
	6
	13
	84
	10
	5
	8
	44
	4
	16
	0*


	Ipsden CC

	1.
	†M Andrews
	
	b. P Morris
	49

	 2.
	C Cox
	
	b. G Carter
	6

	3.
	J Church
	Lbw
	b. Emery
	28

	4.
	C Rudling
	c. P Morris
	b. Sana
	24

	5.
	G Booker
	Lbw
	b. Sana
	1

	6.
	J Bhatt
	
	b. Sana
	14

	7.
	*D Houseman
	
	b. G Carter
	34

	8.
	Imad Syed
	c. unknown
	b. G Carter
	6

	9.
	J Hyde
	
	Run out
	7

	10.
	M Hughesdon
	c. & 
	b. J Yarwood
	8

	11.
	J Fanstone
	not out
	
	4

	
	
	
	Extras
	8

	
	
	
	Total  (35 overs)
	189
	all out


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	16
	87
	94
	97
	124
	146
	165
	170
	179
	189

	Batsman
	(2)
	(1)
	(3)
	(5)
	(6)
	(4)
	(8)
	(7)
	(10)
	(9)

	Stand
	16
	71
	7
	3
	27
	22
	19
	5
	9
	10


	Ipsden CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	J Fanstone
	7
	1
	25
	2

	M Hughesdon
	5
	1
	19
	1

	D Houseman
	7
	1
	36
	3

	Imad Syed
	7
	0
	52
	1

	J Bhatt
	4
	1
	20
	0

	G Booker
	5
	1
	34
	2


	Medmenham CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	J Yarwood
	7
	2
	26
	1

	G Carter
	7
	0
	42
	3

	P Baxter
	5
	0
	23
	0

	P Morris
	6
	0
	38
	1

	Sana
	5
	0
	30
	3

	Emery
	4
	0
	24
	1

	P Carter
	1
	0
	  5
	0


Lost by 1 run
Catches win matches is the time honoured adage and this match was a near perfect example in a contest that came down to the wire.

Asked to bat first, visitors Medmenham didn’t get off to the best of starts as a wicket apiece for the opening bowlers saw them stutter to 19 for 2. However surviving opener Pankaj had already given hints of what was to come with several boundaries and he really hit his straps with the first change bowlers; five sixes coming in the next six overs, bringing up his fifty with the third, however he had also been given his first life when earlier in the over, on 48, he was dropped on the mid-wicket boundary.
The innings hundred came up in the 18th over but in the next, with Pankaj on 84, another catch popped out of both hands on the boundary. There was some small consolation next ball, as Dan cleaned up Bagwell and in his next over he had Morris caught by Gary. Imad bowled the next and finally ended the collective pain as Ted held on to remove Pankaj for 96.
We felt right back in the game and even more so as Dan had his third in the next over as Medmenham faltered to 126 for 6. However Harrison took up the reins and fired 45 not out, to help take the total to 190 despite a couple of late wickets from Gary and a wicket maiden in the last from Justin, oh and we managed to drop another catch towards the end as a third fielder got both hands to the ball but couldn’t hold on.
The reply saw the Matty and Charlie opening partnership restored but there were to be no records this week with the latter falling in the 6th over. Ted came in and took a while to get off the mark, but Matty was showing he was still in fine form with a string of boundaries and Ted joined in as the fifty came up in the 12th. Our score was further boosted in the 18th with four overthrows but then disaster in the 20th as with his score on 49, a shooter went under Matty’s bat for his first Ipsden dismissal in almost 2 months.
Ted’s eyes lit up with the introduction of Emery to the attack but having missed the first heave to leg he missed a second one and was plumb in front. Gary didn’t last long, 97 for 4. Jatin got a couple of streaky boundaries away early and with Chris R put on a useful partnership of 27 that got us back into the chase and although he fell at 124 for 5 this brought Dan and Chris together and they looked like the pair to take us to victory.
However Medmenham had other ideas and a spectacular one handed grab by Morris in the covers removed Chris (24) to give Sana his third wicket. The opposition skipper sensing this was the moment brought back both his opening bowlers early as the chase got tense, 35 needed off 36 balls. This was down to 26 off 24 at the start of Carter’s last over which had plenty of drama, first ball he removed Imad, a single and boundary followed but then the prize scalp of Dan, bowled backing away looking to go over extra cover. But we weren’t done as Bomber nudged the fifth ball off his legs for four and clubbed the final delivery through mid-on for another, just 13 off 18 required.
Yarwood’ s final over brought Medmenham right back into things, a single off the first was the only damage to the score as Bomber pinged the third one back at the bowler who held on despite a tumble, 12 off 12 and the last pair at the crease. Morris came back into the attack for the penultimate over and a bye plus a Justin four to the third man boundary had the target down to seven off six. Who to bowl the last over, their skipper still wasn’t decided and cast  around his field before electing, not to bring back any of three who still had overs left but, for P Carter who had yet to bowl. It looked to have backfired as John clipped the first ball to the fine leg boundary and took a single off the second. Four balls to go, one to tie, two to win, we relaxed on the boundary.
A dot off the third, an anti-climax but surely nothing to worry about, ahh another dot and the tension rose. The fifth and Justin missed again, we were now on the edge of our seats; final ball and yes, bat on ball but not into clear water – it was all down to a sprint between our non-striker, John fast approaching his 71st birthday and the fielder fast approaching the ball, it was a race that was heavily weighted in favour of the younger man and despite a despairing stretch, a run out and defeat it was.
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