Whitchurch-on-Thames CC v Ipsden CC (35 overs)
 
29th May 2022
	Whitchurch-on-Thames CC

	1.
	L Williams
	
	b. J Fanstone
	1

	2.
	G Neeson
	
	b. M Hughesdon
	2

	3.
	M Waqar
	
	b. J Fanstone
	7

	4.
	C Neeson
	
	b. D Houseman
	10

	5.
	T Chapman
	st. †M Andrews
	b. D Houseman
	16

	6.
	C Grogan
	Run out (D Houseman)
	21

	7.
	F Xavier
	not out
	
	31

	8.
	†Steward
	not out
	
	1

	9.
	A Heard
	
	
	

	10.
	M Williams
	
	
	

	11.
	A Xavier
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Extras
	18

	
	
	
	Total   (35 overs)
	107
	for 6


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	4
	14
	16
	45
	45
	104
	
	
	
	

	Batsman
	(1)
	(3)
	(2)
	(4)
	(5)
	(6)
	
	
	
	

	Stand
	4
	10
	2
	29
	0
	59
	3*
	
	
	


	Ipsden CC

	1.
	C Cox
	not out
	
	56

	 2.
	†M Andrews
	not out
	
	42

	3.
	J Church
	
	
	

	4.
	S Bennett
	
	
	

	5.
	J Bhatt
	
	
	

	6.
	*D Houseman
	
	
	

	7.
	J Hunt
	
	
	

	8.
	J Withers
	
	
	

	9.
	Imad Syed
	
	
	

	10.
	J Fanstone
	
	
	

	11.
	M Hughesdon
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Extras
	10

	
	
	
	Total  (27.2 overs)
	108
	for 0


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Batsman
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Stand
	108*
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


	Ipsden CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	J Fanstone
	7
	1
	13
	2

	M Hughesdon
	5
	2
	10
	1

	J Withers
	7
	3
	  7
	0

	D Houseman
	7
	0
	20
	2

	J Hunt
	4
	0
	22
	0

	Imad Syed
	5
	0
	22
	0


	Whitchurch-on-Thames CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	C Grogan
	7
	2
	20
	0

	T Champion
	6
	2
	18
	0

	A Heard
	5
	0
	18
	0

	M Williams
	3
	0
	  7
	0

	F Xavier
	2
	0
	16
	0

	M Waqar
	2
	0
	11
	0

	A Xavier
	2
	0
	  9
	0

	G Neeson
	   0.2
	0
	  1
	0


Won by 10 wickets
We had been scheduled to play Pangbourne, but first they couldn’t play at their ground then they couldn’t get a team together to play at ours so we were grateful to Whitchurch-on-Thames* for stepping in at short notice.
We had last played at Whitchurch-on-Thames* back in 2009 when a captain’s knock from Ben Davies secured victory. Current captain Dan was a little confused at the toss when having called wrongly he was still asked what he would like to do, it apparently it made no odds as the home side were batting first in both skippers plans.

Not for the first time this season Justin and Bomber put the opposition under pressure early and wickets followed; Justin striking twice, the second a beauty as the aggressive intent of Waqar was undone with a dipping slower ball and Bomber followed up next over, 16 for 3.
Dan rung the changes after 10 overs but there were no easy runs from Jason who despite forgetting his spikes conceded just seven runs off his seven overs albeit wicket less. Dan was a little more expensive but had to contend with the Whitchurch-on-Thames* middle order who were intent on rebuilding the innings. However he was rewarded with two wickets, the second a smart stumping from Matty who seized on the prone batsman involuntarily lifting his heel as he took a tumble trying to twist and regain his ground, 46 for 5.
*About this time Sam Bennett finally arrived to complete our eleven having learnt the hard way, on his arrival in the wrong one, that there is another Whitchurch within a similar distance of Oxford, problem was it’s in Hampshire.

That was the end of the wickets for the bowlers as Josh and Imad were left to deal with Xavier (31*) who grew in confidence during the last ten overs. Josh almost pulled off a couple of spectacular one handed catches before Grogan (21) fell, run out, to an excellent throw from the deep by Dan in the penultimate over before Justin closed things out.

Whilst the pitch had played true, scoring had proved difficult and we were not sure how tricky the chase might be. After 10 overs we only had 22 on the board, just two ahead of the comparison but crucially with all wickets still intact.  Matty despite hooking his first ball to the boundary was becalmed and it was Charlie who began to find scoring opportunities as the opening bowlers came to the end of their spells.
The fifty came up in the 16th over as the first change bowlers kept things steady and we looked set for a tight finish, Matty survived a couple of half chances but then broke the shackles with a six and four in the 23rd and Charlie followed up with two boundaries in the next to reach his fifty and suddenly the game was all but won.
Whitchurch had already begun to mix up the bowling and it took just another three overs to complete the chase.

For the record; James ‘Ted’ Church made his fiftieth appearance for the club.
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