Astons CC v Ipsden CC (35 overs)
 


23rd August 2020
	Ipsden CC

	1.
	D Wood
	
	b. S Smith
	44

	2.
	C Cox
	
	b. D Kilcoyne
	1

	3.
	J Church
	c.†R Smith
	b. D White
	2

	4.
	S Bennett
	
	b. D White
	0

	5.
	M Andrews
	
	Run out
	18

	6.
	*D Houseman
	c. R Eaglestone
	b. B Hargreaves
	11

	7.
	R Murphy
	not out
	
	39

	8.
	L Tattersall
	c.†R Smith
	b. C Allen
	3

	9.
	M Hughesdon
	
	b. C Allen
	1

	10.
	†A Symonds
	not out
	
	4

	11.
	L Belcher
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Extras
	5

	
	
	
	Total   (35 overs)
	128
	for 8


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	7
	18
	18
	62
	79
	82
	105
	124
	
	

	Batsman
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(1)
	(5)
	(6)
	(8)
	(9)
	
	

	Stand
	7
	11
	0
	44
	17
	3
	23
	19
	4*
	


	Astons CC

	1.
	*†R Smith
	Lbw
	b. M Hughesdon
	4

	 2.
	R Eaglestone
	c.†A Symonds
	b. D Houseman
	9

	3.
	C Allen
	c. J Church
	b. M Hughesdon
	20

	4.
	J Springer
	Lbw
	b. D Houseman
	8

	5.
	P Way
	Run out (M Andrews)
	0

	6.
	F Sheedy
	
	b. R Murphy
	0

	7.
	B Hargreaves
	c. M Hughesdon
	b. R Murphy
	10

	8.
	D Kilcoyne
	not out
	
	39

	9.
	D White
	
	b. D Houseman
	24

	10.
	B Ray
	c.†A Symonds
	b. D Houseman
	2

	11.
	S Smith
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Extras
	11

	
	
	
	Total  (35 overs)
	127
	for 9


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	4
	30
	44
	45
	45
	45
	65
	125
	127
	

	Batsman
	(1)
	(3)
	(4)
	(2)
	(5)
	(6)
	(7)
	(9)
	(10)
	

	Stand
	4
	26
	14
	1
	0
	0
	20
	60
	2
	


	Astons CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	D Kilcoyne
	7
	1
	22
	1

	D White
	6
	2
	14
	2

	B Ray
	7
	1
	26
	0

	S Smith
	7
	1
	12
	1

	B Hargreaves
	4
	0
	28
	1

	J Springer
	1
	0
	10
	0

	C Allen
	3
	1
	13
	2


	Ipsden CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	M Hughesdon
	7
	1
	18
	2

	L Belcher
	7
	1
	14
	0

	R Murphy
	7
	3
	17
	2

	D Houseman
	7
	1
	26
	4

	M Andrews
	6
	0
	43
	0

	L Tattersall
	1
	0
	3
	0


Won by 1 run
A match that initially we didn’t look like winning, transformed into one we surely couldn’t lose and ended up going to the final delivery with all three results very much on.

It was our second ever visit to Aston Tirrold and whilst warm there had been some light rain in the hour before the start. With holidays stretching our bowling resources, we were grateful to welcome back Lawrence, who again roped in Les and Dan was also able to persuade Rich Murphy to come out of semi-retirement.

We lost the toss and were asked to bat on the uniquely sloping wicket, runs were at an early premium with the ball coming through at varying heights from knee to forehead. The sun made a brief appearance but to Dave’s displeasure as he had to ask for a car to be moved as it was reflecting behind the bowlers arm. Charlie fell early and then Ted and Sam to leave us 14 for 3. Matty came in and with Dave was able to grind out some slow runs, the fifty didn’t come up until the 20th which also saw a remarkable pick-up from Dave as he helped a leg stump full toss up and over the pavilion where it disappeared forever in to the hinterland beyond. 
However he wasn’t to last much longer as he had been swinging for little reward at Smith from the other end and was finally bowled for 44. Matty and Dan looked busy for the short period they were together at the crease but a mix up saw Matty strand himself mid-wicket and run out. A  lot rested on Dan’s shoulders and he looked in touch before a remarkable catch by Eaglestone, Dan got down low and powerfully flat-batted a sweep towards the deep square leg boundary where the aforementioned Eaglestone fell to his right, stuck out a hand and it stuck with a loud smack., 82 for 6 and just seven overs to go.
Rich, appraised that there was little left in the tail to help force the pace, decided to take the bowling on and boy did it pay-off as he powered six fours and a six in those remaining overs finishing 39 not out (28 balls) with the help of Simo’s inside edge for four off the final ball taking us up to 128.
It didn’t feel like a match winning score, but at least we now had something to defend. Astons found scoring no easier in the early exchanges and it got better when their skipper stayed back to one that kept a little low in the 5th and was trapped in front. This though brought the experienced Allen to the crease, a thorn in our side two years ago (72 not out) and he looked to have lost none of skills as he hammered anything remotely loose with superior timing and technique. Dan persevered with the same two bowlers and it paid off in Bomber’s last over as Allen looked to thunder one through mid-wicket but found Ted who took a stinging catch low down that saw him need to take a moment or two for the initial pain to pass.
With the opening bowlers finished Dan and Rich came on and a quiet period was followed by a flurry of wickets with four going down for just 1 run, Dan trapping Springer lbw, then seeing Simo take a thin edge to end Eaglestone’s suffering, who despite his best efforts had taken only 9 from the 21.1 overs he had been in the middle. Way was sold down the river by his new partners call in the same over, but only just as Matty’s throw was more rushed than it needed to be and Simo had to leap high to take it and in swinging the glove back down and through the six o’clock position as he descended, he just, and only just, flicked a bail clear with a finger end while still off the ground.
Rich followed up by bowling Sheedy and it was 45 for 6, leaving 84 needed from 60 balls. Dan elected to bring Matty in as his fifth bowler and Hargreaves eyes lit up, hitting two boundaries off the first over, Rich also conceded two fours in his next as we became acquainted with the fact that there some batting talent amongst their bowlers. Matty only went for two in his next and then Hargreaves went big off the first ball he faced from Rich, it went back over the bowlers head but stalled and Bomber was able to get across from long-off to take the catch, 62 still needed from 48. Rich was bowled out, Dan sneaked an over in from Les which only went for 3 and either side Matty put together two further frugal sets of six, 52 from 30 needed.
Dan came back for the 31st and all told, only four were added to the score however the 32nd from Matty went for nine, 39 required from 18. We needed a tight over and five from the first five balls from Dan was just the ticket but we reckoned without White who powered the last for a six into the deep mid-wicket tree-line.

Astons were re-invigorated and Matty, in an unfamiliar role, was put under tremendous pressure bowling the 34th, he was twice wided and also bowled a high no-ball and those three extra balls were painfully expensive as Astons took 17 from the over, Kilcoyne onto 39. In to the last six from Dan, 12 needed to win, 11 to tie. With the field back and White on strike a top edge frustratingly carries Simo but falls short of Les for two, a four follows and then another two, just four off three needed, Astons now firm favourites and our hopes fading, Dan up the slope to White, the ball pitches, White looks to punch it into one of the many gaps but the ball rags back and bowls him!
The partnership of 60 is broken, two balls left, four still needed as Ray strides to the middle. Dan into the crease, bowls and Ray connects, they take two, and the tension for both sides is immense. It all comes down to the final delivery, Astons need two to win, a single to tie and we need an unlikely dot in the circumstances so more likely a wicket. Dan in, bowls Ray swings hard, connects,  but it’s a top edge that goes up but not very far forward, the batsmen are off, the ball hangs mid-square, fielders converging on it from all directions, some frantic calling and Simo is given room, all eyes are on him, prayers are said…yes, you beauty!!! He holds the catch, Astons are crest fallen, Ipsden a mixture of agonised relief and jubilation.
For the record: Our sixth straight win, just the second time we have had such a run, in 2010 we won seven. Three times previously we have won by 2 runs but never before by such a narrow margin and the first time we have defended to win off the final delivery, in 2000 we bowled out North Stoke with 1 ball to go.
Match No 601

