Cuxham CC v Ipsden CC (40 overs)



13th July 2008
	Ipsden CC

	1.
	†A Veitch
	
	b. C Abbott
	0

	2.
	C Cox
	
	b. C Abbott
	3

	3.
	*B Davies
	
	b. C Abbott
	7

	4.
	J Watts
	c. C Abbott
	b. P Woodrow
	13

	5.
	D Houseman
	c. K Edgar
	b. S Murphy
	26

	6.
	Jn Ramsay
	c. S Murphy
	b. R Murphy
	14

	7.
	S Brown
	
	Run out (F Nixey)
	0

	8.
	C Catchpole
	c. K Edgar
	b. S Murphy
	2

	9.
	D Passmore
	
	b. R Murphy
	4

	10.
	M Hughesdon
	
	b. S Murphy
	3

	11.
	C Hughesdon
	not out
	
	2

	
	
	
	Extras
	9

	
	
	
	Total   (35.3 overs)
	83
	all out 


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	0
	13
	19
	53
	53
	53
	56
	71
	81
	83

	Batsman
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(4)
	(5)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	(6)
	(10)

	Stand
	0
	13
	6
	34
	0
	0
	3
	15
	10
	2


	Cuxham CC

	1.
	*R Murphy
	
	b. D Houseman
	2

	 2.
	S Gavin
	
	b. D Houseman
	1

	3.
	†J Church
	
	b. S Brown
	1

	4.
	J Atkins
	
	b. Jn Ramsay
	30

	5.
	J Hayden
	
	b. D Houseman
	1

	6.
	C Abbott
	not out
	
	22

	7.
	K Edgar
	c. &
	b. C Hughesdon
	1

	8.
	F Nixey
	
	b. C Hughesdon
	2

	9.
	P Woodrow
	
	Run out (C Hughesdon)
	3

	10.
	S Murphy
	not out
	
	0

	11.
	T McGahan
	
	
	

	
	
	
	Extras
	15

	
	
	
	Total  (40.0 overs)
	69
	for 8


	Fall
	1 for
	2 for
	3 for
	4 for
	5 for
	6 for
	7 for
	8 for
	9 for
	10 for

	Score
	5
	6
	6
	11
	52
	61
	64
	66
	
	

	Batsman
	(1)
	(2)
	(3)
	(5)
	(4)
	(7)
	(8)
	(9)
	
	

	Stand
	5
	1
	0
	5
	41
	9
	3
	2
	3*
	


	Cuxham CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	C Abbott
	8.0
	4
	  6
	3

	F Nixey
	8.0
	1
	25
	0

	P Woodrow
	8.0
	2
	21
	1

	S Murphy
	6.3
	3
	20
	3

	R Murphy
	5.0
	2
	  7
	2


	Ipsden CC

	
	O
	M
	R
	W

	M Hughesdon
	8.0
	7
	  1
	0

	Jn Ramsay
	8.0
	2
	11
	1

	D Houseman
	8.0
	2
	15
	3

	S Brown
	8.0
	6
	  5
	1

	C Hughesdon
	7.0
	1
	31
	2

	B Davies
	1.0
	0
	  5
	0


Won by 14 runs
A warm dry day as forecasted but the rains in the run up had left a very soft pitch; Cuxham won the toss, asked us to bat and almost immediately we were on the back foot with Alister bowled in the first over. He had left the delivery alone little expecting that it would deviate sharply off the pitch and up the slope.

Chris Abbott continued to cause problems and both Charlie and Ben were bowled as we found runs at a premium. Jono and Dan steadied things with what proved to be our only partnership of note, Dan powering several boundaries, but when both fell to consecutive deliveries, Edgar taking an excellent diving catch, and then with Simon being run out via a direct hit with the score still on 53; we were back in the mire.
John cleared the boundary with a clean strike but the rest of it was a slow death as with little pace off the pitch to play with, the batsmen had to force shots producing a couple of mistimed dollies. It was a very subdued Ipsden at tea with the result looking not much more than a formality.

Cuxham though found the batting conditions no easier come their turn and with Bomber reeling off five straight maidens and John almost as frugal, just five runs were scored from the first ten overs. Dan then came on to strike in his first over, picked up the other opener in his third and Simon in the middle of five successive maidens of his own quickly accounted for the third wicket. By the time Dan had bowled his third victim we were beginning to believe in the impossible as at the end of the twenty-first over it was 11 for 4.
Abbott though looked to be timing the ball and with Atkins, forged a partnership; Simon and Dan were bowled out and with Chris introduced as the fifth bowler they found a handful of boundaries but scoring still came at a premium. Bomber came back and nearly produced the perfect analysis, conceding just one run in his eight overs, before John dislodged the durable Atkins.
With 24 needed off the final two overs, Ben finally twigged that although Chris could bowl the 39th, he’d miss-calculated and John was bowled out, who was going to take the last over and how many runs would be needed? While he pondered his limited options, Chris made it almost academic taking two wickets and conceding just four runs.
Ben decided to take the responsibility himself, Cuxham’s hopes resting on the shoulders of Abbott, but Ben kept it full and straight, Woodrow sacrificed himself in desperation and with sixes needed and Ben bowling a foot behind the popping crease to avoid no-balling we closed out a remarkable victory.

For the record: The third smallest target we’ve ever successively defended and the lowest for 22 years, beating an 80 in 1984 and 82 in 1986. 
Match No 394


